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ANCHORAGE, ALASKA
AR NO. 2002-241/5)

A RESOLUTION OF THE ANCHORAGE MUNICIPAL ASSEMBLY OPPOSING THE DECISION
I MADE BY THE U.S. COURT OF APPEALS FOR THE 9TH CIRCUIT REGARDING THE PLEDGE OF

ALLEGIANCE AND URGING THE REVERSAL OF ITS RULING

WHEREAS, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 9'" Circuit has jurisdiction over Alaska and eight
other Western states; and

WHEREAS, on June 26, 2002, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 9" Circuit ruled it is
,unconstitutional to require students to recite the Pledge of Allegiance in school because of the
I
reference to God; and

I WHEREAS, in accordance with previous U.S. Supreme Court decisions, public school students
cannot be forced to recite the Pledge of Allegiance; and

I WHEREAS, Alaska State and local Municipal laws and statutes do not force students to
participate in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance; and

WHEREAS, patriotic songs, engravings on U.S. legal tender, and engravings on Federal
'ouildings also contain general references to 'God'.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Anchorage Municipal Assembly resolves that:

I Section 1: The Assembly opposes the decision made by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the

,9th Circuit.

Section 2: The Assembly urges action to assure the reversal of this ruling

I Section 3: The Assembly send copies of this resolution to Alaska's Congressmen and

!encourage them to pursue establishment of a new Court of Appeals for the Northwest states, including

Alaska.

--.
) 2002.

Section 4: That this resolution shall take effect immediately upon passage and approval

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Anchorage Assembly this ~daYOf
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